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For “ Tue Frienp.”’ 


Historical Review of the Society of Friends. 
(Continued from page 266.) 

Perhaps the readers of this series of articles 
may think it appropriate, that the subjects 
spoken of in the two last numbers, should be 
followed by some extracts from the writings of 
the early and approved members of our Society, 
showing the views that they entertained on these 
important doctrines. 

In the Testimony which George Fox and his 
companions presented to the Governor of Bar- 
badoes, he thus speaks of the Divinity and offices 
of our Saviour :— 

“We own and believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 
beloved and only begotten Son, in whom He is 
well pleased; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary; in whom 
we have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins; who is the express image of 
the invisible God, the first-born of every crea- 
ture; by whom were all things created that are 
in heaven and in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, dominions, principali- 
ties or powers; all things were created by Him. 
And we own and believe that He was made a 
sacrifice for sin, who knew no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth ; that He was crucified 
for us in the flesh, without the gates of Jerusalem ; 
and that He was buried and rose again the third 
day, by the power of his Father, for our justifi- 
cation ; and that He ascended up into Heaven, 
and now sitteth at the right hand of God. This 
Jesus, who was the foundation of the holy 
prophets and apostles, is our foundation; and 
we believe there is no other foundation to be laid 
but that which is laid, even Christ Jesus; who 
tasted death for every man, shed his blood for 
all men, is the propitiation for our sins, and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world: according as John the Baptist testified 
of Him, when he said: ‘ Behold the Lamb of 
God, that taketh away the sin of the world.’” 

“ He is now come in Spirit, ‘and hath given 
us an understanding, that we know Him that is 
true.” He rules in our hearts by his law of love 
and life, and makes us free from the law of sin 
and death. We have no life but by Him; for 
He is the quickening Spirit, the second Adam, 
the Lord from Heaven, by whose blood we are 
cleansed and our consciences sprinkled from 
dead works, to serve the living God.” 
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In proving from the Holy Scriptures the Di- 
vinity of Christ Jesus, William Penn adduces 
the following passages :— 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
All things were made by Him, and without Him 
was not anything made that was made. (John 
i. 1—3. For by Him were all things created 
that are in Heaven and that are in earth. He 
is before all things, and by Him all things con- 
sist. (Col. i. 16,17.) Upholding all things by 
the word of his power, &c. (Heb. i. 3.) Where- 
fore I am still confirmed in the belief of Christ 
the Saviour’s Divinity; for He that made all 
things, and by whom they consist and are up- 
held, because before all things, He was not made 
nor upheld by another, and consequently is God. 

He that is the everlasting Wisdom, the 
Divine Power, the true Light, the only Saviour, 
the Creating Word of all things (whether visible 
or invisible), and their Upholder by his own 
power, is without contradiction God; but all 
these qualifications and Divine properties are, by 
the concurrent testimonies of Scripture, ascribed 
to the Lord Jesus Christ; therefore without a 
scruple, I call and believe Him to be really the 
Mighty God.”— Works vol. 1, p. 268. 

In his Primitive Christianity Revived, William 
Penn expresses the belief of our Society in the 
blessed effects of the coming and sufferings of 
Christ. “ We do believe that Jesus Christ was 
our holy sacrifice, atonement and propitiation ; 
that He bore our iniquities, and that by his 
stripes we were healed of the wounds Adam 
gave us in his fall; and that God is just in for- 
giving true penitents upon the credit of that 
holy offering Christ made of himself to God for 
us; and that what He did and suffered satisfied 
and pleased God, and was for the sake of fallen 
man that had displeased God.” 

This faith in Christ’s outward appearance is 
inseparably connected, in the doctrinal system 
of our Society, with faith in Christ as He reveals 
himself in the heart of man, In No Cross no 
Crown, William Penn says: “ Unless thou be- 
lievest that He that stands at the door of thy 
heart and knocks, and sets thy sins in order be- 
fore thee, and calls thee to repentance, be the 
Saviour of the world, thou wilt die in thy sins, 
and where He is gone, thou wilt never come. 
For if thou believest not in Him, it is impossible 
that He should do thee good or effect thy salva- 
tion. Christ works not against faith but by it. 
’Tis said of old, He did not many mighty works 
in some places, because the people believed not 
in Him. So that if thou truly believest in Him, 
thine ear will be attentive to his voice in thee, 
and the door of thine heart open to his knocks. 
Thou wilt yield to the discoveries of his Light, 
and the teachings of his grace will be very dear 
to thee.” 


Concerning the Holy Scriptures, George Fox 
says: “ We believe they were given forth by the 
Holy Spirit of God, through the holy men of 
God, who (as the Scripture itself declares, 2d 
Pet. i. 21,) ‘spake as they were moved by the 
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Holy Ghost.’ We believe that they are to be 
read, believed and fulfilled. (He that fulfils 
them is Christ;) and they are ‘profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for in- 
struction in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works,’ (2d Tim. iii. 16, 17,) ‘and are able 
to make wise unto salvation, through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus,’ (Jb. 15).” 

Very similar to this is the testimony of Wil- 
liam Penn, who, in his Advice to his Children, 
declares that the Holy Scriptures “ were given 
forth by holy men of God in divers ages, as they 
were moved of the Holy Spirit; and are the de- 
clared and revealed mind and will of the Holy 
God to mankind, under divers dispensations ; 
and they are certainly able to make the man of 
God perfect, through faith unto salvation , being 
such a true and clear testimony to the salvation 
that is of God, through Christ, the second Adam, 
the Light of the world, the quickening Spirit.” 

Numerous passages might be produced from 
many of the early writers in our Society, con- 
firming the doctrines contained in the passages 
above quoted ; but this does not seem necessary, 
as probably few of the readers of this article will 
be disposed to deny that they truly represent 
the faith of Friends on those points. But it 
seems proper to make further reference to the 
inspired origin of the Holy Scriptures, which in- 
deed is the foundation of that reverence for them 
which our Society has ever felt. 

Robert Barclay, in the Proposition of his 
Apology which treats of the Scriptures, speaks 
of the disputes which existed in the early ages 
of the Church as to what books should be re- 
ceived into the canon of the Scriptures, and 
what rejected—a difference of opinion which 
exists even to this day, for the Catholics admit 
the authority of the a books, which 
most Protestants reject: and he queries, “ What 
then should become of Christians, if they had 
not received that Spirit and those spiritual senses, 
by which they know how to discern the true 
from the false?” The true evidence of their in- 
spired origin, and that alone on which the mind 
can safely and securely rest, he maintains is that 
conviction of their truth and value, which the 
Spirit itself impresses on the mind of the well- 
disposed reader, who has so yielded himself to 
the Divine government as to be prepared to per- 
ceive and follow the pointings of God. “We 
confess indeed there wants not a majesty in the 
style, a coherence in the parts, a good scope in 
the whole; but seeing these things are not dis- 
cerned by the natural, but only by the spiritual 
man, it is the Spirit of God must give us that be- 
lief of the Seriptures which may satisfy our con- 
sciences.” ‘The Scriptures’ authority and cer- 
tainty depend upon the Spirit 7 which they 
were dictated; and the reason why they were 
received as truth is, because they proceeded from 
the Spirit.” 

Although the Society of Friends thus value 
the Scriptures and regard them as the most ex- 
cellent and important of all writings, setting 
forth, as they do, a history of the most important 
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held the position of head chief he used it to in- 
flict severe penalties upon those addicted to 
drunkenness and gambling. The results of his 
vigorous action are felt to-day after the lapse of 
more than twenty years. 

When the dual dilatemena was made in 1883-4 
for the purpose of patenting the land, Joseph 
La Flesche, true to his character as leader, and 
in spite of his three score years, once more led 
his people forth. He left his farm of 60 acres 
nestled amid the wooded bluffs and singing 
streams, where he had fought so bravely in be- 
half of education, industry and Christian living, 
and took up his 160 acres on the unbroken prai- 
rie, gathering his children and friends about him. 

The railroad passed through his land but 
there was then no other sign of the prosperity 
which is now everywhere to be seen. 

The bottom where “the make-believe white 
men” farmed and where the steamboat landed 
thirty years ago, has long since disappeared in 
the Missouri River, but the men who worked 
there and their children have to-day broken 
nearly 2000 acres in the Logan Valley, which 
they are farming. 

This victory for peace, won by Joseph La- 
Flesche, is far greater than his valiant fights to 
save his people from their enemies, when by his 
valor he won the name of “In-sta-ma-zue,” [ron- 


eye. 

"He has fallen asleep in the midst of his 100 
acres of ripened corn and his tall wheat stacks 
waiting for the thresher, having in his old age 
built him a house and barn, cultivated 200 acres 
of land and lived to take rank among the white 
farmers and to exercise with his people the priv- 
ileges belonging to citizens of the United States. 


For “Tue Frienp ” 

On some of the cattle ranges in the West, the 
cattle are watered in an ingenious way, so as 
not to waste water when it is scarce. An en- 
closed plane is laid with planks up to the water- 
ing trough, with a spring attached under it. On 
this the cattle are taught to walk up to the 
trough, and when they reach it their own weight 
on the platform settles it so as to open the valve 
through which the water pours into the trough, 
and then they can drink and be satisfied ; and 
when they go down, it springs up and shuts 
again. 

But we are told that some of the cattle have 
no faith in it; yea, it is almost impossible to 
train them to it. But they keep quite busy run- 
ning all around it, and trying hard to get a 
drink from the further end or the opposite side ; 
but to them the trough is dry, and will remain 
80; unless they walk up the only appointed way, 
they will assuredly perish of thirst. 

And are there not many of the human race 
acting just like this latter class of cattle? They 
are trying every way to reach the water of life, 
in order to quench their burning thirst for hap- 
piness ; but will not try the alone way of coming 
to Jesus Christ, from whom the healing water 
flows in abundance to every thirsty soul that 
comes unto Him. T.D 

San LEeanpRO, Cal., Second Mo. 24th, 1889. 


Ir seems hard to be blamed for our best doing; 
but the bearing of such blame as this is the real 
test of our characters. “For what glory is it, if, 
when ye sin, and are buffeted for it, ye shall take 
it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer 
for it, ye shall take it patiently, this is accept- 


able with God.” A trial of this kind ought, 
therefore, to be a means of grace to any one of 
us. And it is pretty sure to come. 


THE FRIEND. 


For ‘‘ Tue Frienp.” 
The following remarks of that obedient ser- 
vant of our Lord, Job Scott, are so in unity with 
my own feelings, that I thought it well to revive 
them for reperusal. A. M. W. 


“Tam on this occasion renewedly confirmed 
in a sentiment I have long been settled in, that 
is, that there never was, and never will be but 
one true religion in the world, to wit, the work 
of the Spirit of God in the souls of mankind ; 
that some of all denominations have something 
of this true religion, even though some of these 
through the prejudice of education may disallow 
it in profession; and that no man has any re- 
ligion, but what he comes to the knowledge and 
experience of, through the alone influence of 
this Holy Spirit of God. This it is that begins 
and carries on the work—this it is that, by its 
own Divine influence operating in the minds of 
mankind, reveals Christ in them, the hope of 
glory ; or so operates from time to time, on read- 
ing the Scriptures or other good books ; on hear- 
ing the gospel preached; on meditating on the 
works of creation and providence; on God’s 
judgments in the earth; or his dealings with 
themselves as individuals ; or whatever other oc- 
casion, circumstance or thing, is ever made a 
means of conviction or conversion; the Holy 
Spirit so operates, I say, in all these cases, as to 
produce the happy effect; and without the in- 
ward operation thereof, all these other oppor- 
tunities and things would be utterly in vain as 
to salvation, and never able to produce the least 
degree of true religion, or sanctification in the 
soul. So that, though there are many opinions, 
many creeds, professions and denominations, and 
some truly religious persons in them all, yet 
there is and can be but one true religion; all 
true religion is of one kind—all springs from 
one source. And blessed and adored forever be 
the Lord, in order that all men may, if they 
will, be benefited experimentally by this one 
true religion, “the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given to every man to profit withal:” he that 
rightly profits thereby, and continues so to do, 
will live in the exercise of the one true faith; 
will witness the one true Christian baptism ; will 
know and obey the one living Lord; will, by the 
Holy Ghost, in word and deed, acknowledge 
and call Him Lord; and so will be saved with 
an everlasting salvation. And on the other 
hand, seeing a measure of the Holy Spirit is 
given to every man; seeing the Grace of God 
that brings salvation hath appeared to all men ; 
seeing the light and life of the holy Word, which 
in the beginning was with God, and was God, 
hath enlightened every man that cometh into 
the world, and seeing moreover Christ Jesus has 
tasted death for every man, how shall we escape 
if we neglect and reject so great salvation? How 
great must be the condemnation of every soul, 
thus highly favored, which stands out and re- 
jects the strivings of the Spirit, the teachings of 
Grace, the shinings and convictions of this Di- 
vine Light! Now this Light, Grace, and Spirit 
of God, is all one thing under different appella- 
tions,—it is called spirit, because it is quick, 
lively and operative, and quickens the soul to a 
sensibility of its state and condition,—it is called 

race, because it is the free unmerited gift of 
Seka is called light, because it makes mani- 
fest as, ‘whatsoever doth make manifest is light,’ 
saith the Scriptures. And as this grace or light 
is attended to, it will bring the soul into a state 
of grace and favor with God. Well, therefore, 
might the Apostle, with holy reverence, break 
forth in these expressions, ‘ thanks be unto God 
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for his unspeakable gift!’ And all who obey 
the light will be brought out of darkness into 
God’s marvellous light ; for though the hearts of 
fallen men are grossly darkened, yet the light 
shineth in their dark hearts, and though the 
darkness comprehends it not, if it is taken heed 
to, will shine more and more to the perfect day, 
even until the whole body be full of light; but 
those who rebel against the light, will grow 
darker and darker, until they know not the way 
thereof, nor understand the paths thereof, and 
become vain in their imaginations, and their 
foolish hearts become wholly darkened ; having 
loved darkness rather than light because their 
deeds were evil.” —Job Scott, 1789. 


—————.2—______ 
From Richard Jordan to Joseph C. Swett, on a 
Journey in Pennsylvania. 
Near Philadelphia, Twelfth Month 13th, 1811. 
Dear Joseph :—I have been thinking so often 
about thee since thou left home on the present 
expedition, that I have several times been almost 
ready to take the pen and endeavor to send thee 
word of it, but did not know where to find thee 
for one part of the discouragement, and another 
was I did not know what to say, save that I 
felt particular unity with thy undertaking, and 
wanted thee encouraged; so at length I con- 
cluded, if I only said that much, and sent it by 
way of letting thee know that thou had my 
sympathy and regard, it might be of some little 
use in some discouraging moments — for such 
moments do at times in such undertakings occur ; 
and having myself had some experience of what 
I am speaking, when separated from my home, 
friends and connections, I remember how glad I 
have been to get, if it were a very few lines, by 
way of remembrance from any who I appre- 
hended were in sympathy with me, and a well- 
wisher to the cause in which I was engaged. And 
when very far distant, so that I got no new letters 
from my friends, I have at times sat down and 
gone over some of my old ones, and have found 
them a great deal better than none. Now, by 
the time Joseph reads on thus far, perhaps he 
may be ready to reply and say, “Ah! but why 
does he speak to me as if I was in any service.” 
But while I was anticipating this reply, Jona- 
than’s armor-bearer came in my way, whose 
heart being one with Jonathan’s in the cause, 
was ready to go with him wherever he thought 
proper, though it were to show themselves unto 
a mighty host; and though, to the human eye, 
they seemed to form but a very small, poor 
band, yet, as it was the Lord’s cause they were 
eahasbel in, He not only gtrengthened and 
emboldened them, but caused a trembling in 
the enemy’s host: for the earth began to shake 
under them, so that the host began to melt 
away presently, and (as if it were to encourage 
other poor little bands to put their trust in God 
while engaged in his work) by those two a sal- 
vation was wrought for Israel. For, by their 
success, others were encouraged to come forward, 
until the victory was completed. 
Well, my dear friend, because I apprehended 
so little, I took this small paper, but since my 
en has got agoing, if I had a little more paper 
believe I should say something about my 
often discouraged mind, respecting prospects of 
things nearer home. Ah! gloomy prospects 
indeed, unless the number should increase who 
are disposed to disentangle themselves from the 
affairs of this world, and the corrupting maxims 
and spirit of it, and then, I believe, it would 
soon be discovered that there would be more 
devotedness, and our consolation would be sweet, 
in the evidence that our devotions were accepta- 
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THE FRIEND. 








For “‘ Tue Frienp.” 
GOSPEL LIGHT AND TRUE MINISTRY 
INSEPARABLE. 
A preacher of God must be tanght of the Lord, 
And then to the hearers new life he’ll impart ; 
Which comes not from the head, for the letter is dead, 
And cannot give light to the sin-darkened heart. 


ble to God through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory both now and forevermore. I am quite 
willing that thy female companions may share 
in this, if they think it worth sharing or any 
part of it. Mine salute you. 

Grace, mercy and peace be with you all, 
amen. Thy sincere friend, who wishes the best 
things for thee always. 











A sermon without light, can never be right, 
Because it comes not from the life of the Lord ! 
And if only from man, it never then can 
Raise the listening hearers to heaven and God. 






RicHARD JORDAN. 
Our Monthly and Quarterly Meetings are 
over, and I think have been pretty solid seasons, 
and I sometimes have a hope that my prayers 
may in due time be heard on account of the 
sheep. R. J. 






So let our lights shine, with a glory Divine, 
That others around, our good works may behold ; 
And be prompted to move in the same boundless love 
That adorned and impelled our fathers of old. 

















But now we're so wise, that we look for supplies 
From the schools and the training that earth can 
afford, 
As if proud mortal man, by his wisdom could scan, 
Or out vie, the wisdom and teachings of God. 





Slepping-Stones Upward.—The price of strength, 

mental or muscular, is exercise. No man grows 
strong in body who does not train his muscles 
daily and tax them to their utmost healthful 
limit; no man can grow strong in mind who 
shrinks from intellectual contests, who lets others 
do his thinking for him, who fears to face the 
truth, who does not conquer for himself igno- 
rance and prejudice, and lay hold on the fruits 
of knowledge and of wisdom. The glory of a 
man is in his strength. To be weak is miserable, 
doing or suffering ; and strength can come only 
by persistent and continuous labor. 

th he conditions of labor we cannot always or 
often control, and therein lies the secret of the 
discontent with labor so widely felt. Men and 
women, boys and girls, are perpetually clamor- 
ing for work they would like to do, and despis- 
ing the opportunities and necessities within their 
reach. The sewing-girl, instead of giving her 
thoughts to making her seams even and strong, 
to fastening the ends so that they wont rip, to 
putting work into the garment that will last as 
long as the fabric of which it is made, lasts, 
wastes her enthusiasm in dreaming what she 
would do could she be a fine lady. Suppose 
blind Fortune should give her to ride in her own 
carriage she might be to the cultured eye more 
an object of pity and compassion than when she 
was a poor sewing-girl. 

The best preparation for promotion is fidelity 
in the discharge of trusts already given. “Thou 
hast been faithful over a few things ; I will make 
thee ruler over many things.” It seems to be 
necessary to most people, whether their success 
is financial, professional, or of whatever sort it 
may be, to work their way up through difficult- 
ies. As gold must pass through the fire to be 
refined, so must character pass through the fire 
to be refined. This refining of gold may as per- 
fectly take place in a rude cabin as in an elegant 
laboratory ; given the crucible, the gold, the fire, 
all other accessories are of secondary importance. 
We find that from all humblest positions men 
and women who accept these positions, and use 
them as a means of showing what good work 
they can do, climb up continually higher and 
higher, and have so firm and broad a structure 
beneath their feet there is not a possibility of a 
fall. Thus they are able to command the hap- 
piest conditions for their labor. 

To all of us, rich and poor alike, comes the 
word: “ Work while it is day, for the night com- 
eth when no man can work.” To all of us is 
given work todo. In reaching after that at a 
distance we should not neglect what is near at 
hand. The most menial duties, when performed 
in the right spirit and with the right motive, 
cease to be menial in their nature, and become 
stepping-stones to greatness. 

“Who sweeps a room as for Thy laws, 
Makes that and the action fine.” 


— Exchange. 







A preacher may grow in head-knowledge and show, 
Sut, not strictly heeding the heavenly call, 

Be exalted quite high: yet see no danger nigh. 
So let him in time take heed lest he fall. 









The words preached may be right, but not having the 
light, 
They profit no more than high sounding brass, 
Which makes a nice sound to please all around, 
But brings nothing soul-saving to pass. 










To sit and keep still is surely God’s will, 
When nothing is given to the preacher to say. 
And how dare he to stand, without God’s command? 
Or kneel in pretence, and mockingly pray ? 








The longer I live the more I believe, 
That our faith stands too much in the works of the 
head: 
We find we are weak, but vainly we seek 
To find spiritual life in the realms of the dead. 


We need a true light, to guide us aright, 
Lest we fall o’er the blocks that are strewn in the 
way, 
For a transforméd light, may dazzle the sight, 
Till by following it, we are led far astray. 
















God’s servants should preach, and also should teach, 
As freshly received from their baptizing Lord. 

They freely receive, and they freely should give 
Without looking to men for earthly reward. 







But some preachers now seem to think they can bow 
Without being endued with power of God: 

From the training they have, they think they can give 
A supply, and not wait on the inspeaking Word. 







We often now find, we are too much inclined 
To follow false lights, instead of the true; 

But they lead us astray, from the strait narrow way, 
To leave the old ways and to seek something new. 


A preacher of God must have light from the Lord, 
To give him to see the great work he must do; 

And help him along, with a life clear and strong, 
To perform the high task God is prompting him to. 












The churches have now far too many that bow 
In bodily attitude, seeming quite low; 
Whilst the heart that’s within is not free from sin, 
So they cannot teach others the way they should go. 








But the false and the true are both brought to view 
By the teachings of Christ to the people of old; 
For false prophets then appeared among men, 
As true sheep of the flock, though not of his fold. 








As the light is denied, and much laid aside 
By those who depend on the wisdom of man, 
So the beauty of speech, too many now preach, 
Instead of the simple and pure gospel plan. 








But where preachers have found the high holy ground, 
And walked on it themselves, as they journeyed 
below ; 
They then i in the light, can teach others aright, 
And show them more plainly the way they should 
go. 
Perhaps now I might close the subject of light, 
With a wish that we all more earnestly heed 
The light of that ray, which leads to the day 
Where we love, not only in word but in deed. 


Davin HupDLESTON. 
Twelfth Mo. 11th, 1888. 














SELEcrsp. 
A WONDERFUL WEAVER. 

There’s a wonderful weaver 

High up in the air 
And he weaves a white mantle 

For cold earth to wear 
With the wind for his shuttle, 

he cloud for his loom, 

How he weaves, how he weaves, 

In the light, in the gloom! 


O! with finest of laces 
He decks bush and tree: 

On the bare, flinty meadows 
A cover lays he. 

Then a quaint cap he places 
On pillar and post, 

And he changes the pump 
To a grim, silent ghost! 


But this wonderful weaver 
Grows weary at last ; 
And the shuttle lies idle 
That once flew so fast. 
Then the sun peeps abroad 
On the work that is done; 
And he smiles: “I'll unravel 
It all, just for fun !” 
—Our Dumb Animals. 


ii 


WHY? 


Why do we suffer? Why should God, 

Who loves his creatures, scourge them so? 
He hath the right—we need the rod ; 

This is enough for us to know. 


SELECTED. 


We search and question, to what end ? 
No providence hath made it plain; 
The finite cannot comprehend 
The infinite mystery of pain. 


Shall earth-worms burrowing in the soil, 
Aspire to gauge creation’s plan ? 

Or strive to measure, mid their toil, 
The strange complexities of man? 


As well may we, earth-born and low, 
Stretch upward from our mole-hill clod, 
And ask, with daring front, to know 
The “ wherefore and the why” of God! 
Margaret J. Preston, in The Independent. 





For “ Tue Frrenp.” 

An article in Toe Frrenp of Third Month 
2nd, in regard to the lapse of our members into 
certain habits and observances common in the 
world, brings up some serious reflections. 

Among those who drift with the current in 
social life there may be nothing specially harm- 
ful in complying with modern usages at the 
time called “Christmas.” That some make the 
day an occasion of gross dissipation, might have 
little weight as an argument against the general 
design of devoting it to purposes of plausible 
conviviality. With those whose springs of moral 
conduct are no deeper than worldly interest 
and pleasure, such occasion for festivity has its 
uses that for them may be both consistent and 
innocent. The mass of mankind, church-goers 
and others, in the days of George Fox, could 
see no evil in these things. They devoted not 
only this one day in the year, but many others, 
mainly to purposes of amusement—all which 
was quite in unison with their mode of life and 
lax ideas of religious duty. 

But we well know that early Friends took no 
part in these scenes of frivolity; and further, 
that they were led to proclaim openly against 
them as the nurseries of many evils. Their 
testimony against the observance of these days 
so far impressed the habit of the Society, that 
in parts of our country, where Friends Semel 
the main body of the people, the day called 
“Christmas” would come and go without being 
noticed or even thought of. Some Friends, 
of uprightness and religious discernment, have 
avoided using the term “ Christmas,” to indicate 
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the 25th of Twelfth Month. It had been sup- 
that the nativity of Jesus of Nazareth 
occurred about that time of year. 

I have been lately reading a concise history 
by Backhouse and Tylor, in which the progress 
of the Christian Church for the first three cen- 
turies is viewed more especially from our stand- 

int. From this it appears that there is no 
evidence that the birth of Christ occurred any- 
where near the winter solstices. The Roman 

ople had certain set days for games and 
ilarious enjoyments, and the professed Chris- 
tian part of the — were strongly drawn 
to participate in those heathen pastimes. Har- 
mony among the people seemed desirable, and 
a community of interest in some common source 
of enjoyment, was a plausible remedy for the 
dificulty. Hence the authorities, that by this 
time were Christian in name, devised an enter- 
tainment in which all might participate. 

As the Saturnalia of the Romans occurred 
about the time of winter solstice, it was con- 
cluded to assume that this was the period of 
Christ’s nativity and let the more pious of his 
followers observe the day on that account, and 
the rest of the people as would most contribute 
to their enjoyment. 

With such an account of the origin of this 
festivity, the data for fixing the day, and the 
avowed purposes for thus setting it apart, we 
need not wonder that early Friends felt required 
to decline its observance, nor that Friends of 
religious sensibility from that time to the present 
have felt restrained from giving it the appella- 
tion, “ Christmas.” 

We well know how the customs of the present 
age have cast their toils around us. We know 
when those in our employ are not willing to 
carry on the regular work on that day, it may 
be better to yield to them for the sake of peace 
and good feeling. We know also, that when 
the general arrangement for business is thrown 
out of its course to suit that day, we must ar- 
range our business to meet the emergency. 

But then, there is a well-defined difference 
between passive compliance and active partici- 
7 This difference is readily distinguished 

y those of anointed eyes: For those who can 
not see the distinction, a compliance with custom 
may bring no condemnation ; but those of us who 
assume to be walking in the Truth, should be 
unfailing in our testimony to all its require- 
ments. We may decline using the appellation 
“Christmas,” and in many other ways show our 
allegiance to Him who prayed that his followers 
should be kept from the evils that abound in 
the world. 

Third Month 4, 1889. 





For “ Tue Frienp.” 


Rock of Ages. 


Although I do not find this phrase in the Holy 
Scriptures, yet I believe it is correct in the mean- 
ing that Christ the Word, as testified of in St. 
John 1st chapter, is the rock and sure founda- 
tion on which believers in all ages of the world 
have, through true repentance and faith in Him, 
been established; even those that had not the 
Scriptures, nor ever known of Christ’s coming in 
the flesh. This I believe is the faith of Friends, 
a8 shown by Robert Barclay in his Apology, 
in the Proposition on “ Universal and Saving 
Light.” 

Care is needed that we do not rest satisfied 
with anything short of that thorough change of 
heart, so necessary to be known, and which only 
can be known by submitting to the effectual 
operation of the Spirit of Christ in the soul; 


which Divine spirit or grace of God will not 
only show us our sins, but will give strength to 
the sincere seeking soul (that seeks Him within 
where He is to be found) to overcome sin; and 
to know of a truth as we follow Christ in the 
regeneration, our hearts to be cleansed from all 
unrighteousness, 

“He that died for us, the just for the unjust, 
that He might bring us unto God,” is touched 
with a feeling of our infirmities, being tempted 
(when in that body of flesh in which He came 
to do his Father’s will) in all points as man is, 
yet without sin,” and is able to succor them that 
are tempted. Then let us be encouraged above 
all to look to Him, the source of all saving 
strength, and to wait often upon Him in the 
true silence, wherein all that is of the creature 
will be hushed within us, and God alone exalted 
in our hearts, and in the assemblies of his peo- 
ple, when met together for the solemn purpose 
of worshipping Him. “They that worship the 
Father must worship Him in spirit and in truth, 
for He seeketh such to worship Him.” 

The advice of William Penn to his children, 
Friends’ Library, vol. 5, p. 299, is worthy of our 
serious consideration: “ Keep close to the meet- 
ings of God’s people, and wait diligently at 
them, to feel the heavenly life in your hearts. 
Look for that more than words in ministry; and 
you will profit most. Above all, look to the Lord, 
but despise not instruments, man or woman, 
young or old, rich or poor, learned or un- 

earned.” 

Let me conclude with the fervent prayer of 
my soul, that those who are in anywise en- 
tangled by the enemy of souls in any other than 
the good way, our forefathers in the Truth 
walked in, may be favored to escape his snares. 
He was a deceiver from the beginning, and the 
father of lies; and is as busy now as he ever was, 
seeking to lead us astray from the true fold, 
where only there is rest and safety. 

With the salutation of love, your friend and 
brother, CHARLES Woop. 

JACKSONVILLE, N. Y. Second Mo. 27th, 1889. 





From “Tus American.” 


A Cold Wave. 


During the night, the cold wave came. As 
I write, we are having the first ice-making 
weather of the season, although February is 
well advanced. The chill, gray clouds scarcely 
concealed the sun as it rose; and later, when 
the sky was clear, a rosy blush tinted the 
drifted snow upon the fields. What now of the 
busy birds, the spiders, and humming flies of 
yesterday? Have they folded their tents like 
Arabs and silently disappeared ? 

Facing the north wind, I pushed through 
brake and briar, listening at every step for the 
chirp of a startled bird. For some time I 
neither saw nor heard a living creature—nor 
indeed, did I wonder at their absence. At last, 
a solitary crow struggled against the fierce 
wind, and uttered at times a most melancholy 
— It was all but sufficient to send me 

ome, and I stood for a moment pitifully un- 
decided; but the crow, I saw, did make some 
headway, and I took a hint from it. The icy 
gusts that swept the hillside soon forced me, 
however, to seek shelter, and I crept for some 
distance along the bed of a deep, dry ditch, 
overhung by blackberry-canes and smilax. Here 
I found a more spring-like temperature, and was 
not surprised when from the clusters of dead 
grass, blue-jays hopped before me. They were 
evidently startled at my appearance in their 





snug retreat, but still were not timid, as when 
in the open woods. I often approached within 
a few paces, and they hid, I am sure, in the 
tangled vines and bushes on the banks of the 
ditch, instead of flying out fhto the meadow. 
But if jays, there should be other birds, I 
thought, and 1 stopped again and again to 
listen. It was the same old story: nothing was 
to be heard but the roar of the wind overhead. 
Weary at last, with creeping through such 
cramped quarters, I sat down to rest at a con- 
venient point, and never have I been so for- 
tunate in the choice of an outlook. 

It is clearly evident that our resident birds 
and mammals soon know every nook and corner 
of their chosen haunts, and more, that they pass 
from point to point in accordance with fixed 
plans, and do not wander aimlessly about. If 
you overtake, in broad daylight, as sometimes 
happens, any animal larger than a mouse, it is 
not likely to be confused, not knowing which 
way to turn. Such indecision would invariably 
prove fatal. Their actions under such circum- 
stances indicate full knowledge of their sur- 
roundings, and convince one of this fact. If 
not true, then every surprised animal must take 
in at a glance every tree, burrow, ditch and 
path, and select between them, in the twinkling 
of an eye. My own observations lead me to 
conclude that our mammals, which are largely 
nocturnal, survey, at night, the whole country, 
and know every inch of the ground. Every 
tanglewood is to them a city with its main 
thoroughfares and side alleys, and it is this 
knowledge that enables them to outwit their 
foes. Within a few days a skunk came boldly 
into the yard, in broad daylight ; defied the dog 
by assuming a bold front, and was making for 
the only near place of safety within easy reach, 
when in the yard, an opening under a side 
porch. By mere accident only, it was run 
down and killed. This dreaded creature had 
evidently been belated and coming home after 
sunrise, used wonderful tactics when it en- 
countered the dog. It played with him. It 
ran this way and that, but never far, and 
always faced the half-timid mastiff. It shook 
its huge tail, bristled its long fur, snapped, 
squeaked, and all the while approached in short 
stages the porch. At last, seeing more than an 
even chance of reaching it, the cunning creature 
bolted, and I am almost sorry that it did not 
escape. 

Before many minutes had elapsed, the ex- 
pected chirping of winter finches was heard— 
at first, in the distance, but directly, almost 
overhead, then everywhere about me. A mo- 
ment later, and a dozen were in full view. 
Myself a shapeless mass upon a mossy log, the 
birds mistook me for a part of it, and [ had but 
to look and listen. Foxy sparrows threaded 
the tangled maze of vine and cane, singing a 
few sweet notes at times, as the wind lulled and 
the warm sunshine flooded the shelter with a 
brighter glow; white throats warbled in their 
listless way, and one fearless winter wren peered 
into every cranny of the hollowed earth, spider- 
hunting wherever the waters of the last freshet 
had caverned the overhanging banks. As it 
drew near, I almost held my breath, hoping it 
would venture to creep over me. Once it came 
very near, stopped and looked me squarely in 
the face, but without its suspicions being aroused. 
Probably I needed but a few cobwebs to have 
brought it even closer. 

One interesting feature of bird-life was to-day 
very apparent. Never did two or more indi- 
viduals meet upon the same twig but a low, 
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scarcely audible, twitter was uttered. I could 
often see a slight movement of the beak, with- 
out hearing a sound, and notice a gentle tremor 
of the wings, that doubtless meant much to 
them, but cannot*be interpreted by us. Then 
away they would go, following the line of the 
long ditch without grazing the tiniest twig that 
bent above them. Why many a sparrow, ap- 
parently in reckless haste, did not come to grief, 
is indeed a puzzle; for never, I thought, had I 
found thorns so sharp, so slender, and so thickly 
set. 

But not birds alone had sought shelter here ; 
the mice also had been driven from the wind- 
swept meadows, and these ventured into the 
sunlight, but were cautious to a marked degree. 
None came very near, and when I was in full 
view they stopped, sat upon their haunches, and 
felt sure, if I correctly read their thoughts, that 
all was not quite right. Not one passed by me. 
Their keen noses detected what the proverbially 
keen sight of the birds had failed to discover— 
that I was not a harmless bit of driftwood. Or 
did the sense of hearing catch the sound of my 
breathing? Explain it as one may, meadow 
mice were never before so knowing, and I recall 
the charge that I have often made—that they 
are stupid. 

So here I sat for two whole hours, yet not 
aware that so long a time had elapsed. It mat- 
tered nothing that the fierce wind raged above 
me; that the bending oaks echoed its heartless 
boast : 

“T come from the fields of the frozen north, 
O’er the waste of the trackless sea, 


Where the winter sun looks wearily forth, 
And yieldeth his strength to me.” 


This lessened not my comfort, nor quickened 
my homeward steps. Wrapping my cloak the 
closer, I recalled the day’s adventures as I with- 
drew, thinking how true it was that pleasant 
surprises are ever in store for the earnest ram- 
bler, and many a loss for him who is faint- 
hearted. It is not well to judge the world 
through a window. 

CHARLES C. ABBOTT. 

Near Trenton, N. J. 


Natural History, Science, &. 


Washing a Tiger.— When Pezon, the lion- 
tamer, was at Moscow with his menagerie, he 
had occasion to employ a moujik, a fine speci- 
men of a Cossack, to clean out the cage of the 


wild beasts. The Cossack did not understand a 
word of French, and the terms of the contract 
were settled in dumb show. By way of instruct- 
ing him in his new duties, Pezon went through 
a sort of pantomine with the broom, sponge and 
water bucket. 

The moujik watched him closely, and ap- 
kas fully to understand the details of the 
esson given. Next morning, armed with a 
broom, a bucket and a sponge, he opened the 
first cage he came to, and quietly stepped in, as 
he had seen his master step on the previous day 
into two cages of harmless brutes; but this one 
happened to be tenanted by a splendid but un- 
tamed tiger, that lay stretched on the floor fast 
asleep. At the noise made by opening and 
closing the door the creature raised its head 
and turned its green eyes full on the man, who, 
all unconscious of his danger, stood in a corner, 
dipping his big sponge into the bucket. 

At that moment Pezon came out of his cara- 
van, and was struck dumb by the terrible sight 
that met his gaze. What could he do to warn 
the man of his danger? A sound, a movement 


on his part might enrage the great beast, and 
hasten its attack on the defenceless Cossack. 
So Pezon stood, awaiting developments, ready 
to rush to the scene when the crisis came. 

The moujik, sponge in hand, coolly approached 
the tiger, and made ready to rub him down with 
the stolidity of a military bootblack polishing 
his captain’s boots. The sudden application of 
cold water to its hide evidently produced a very 
agreeable effect on the tiger, for it began to purr, 
stretched out its paws, rolled over on its back, 
and complacently offered every part of its body 
to the vigorous treatment of the moujik, who 
went on scrubbing with might and main. 

All the while Pezon stood there with his eyes 
wide open, and as if nailed to the spot. When 
he had finished the job, the Cossack left the 
cage as quietly as he had entered it, and it 
required the most energetic and expressive ges- 
tures on the part of the lion-tamer to prevent 
his repeating the experiment on a second wild 
beast.—La France du Nord. 


Influence of the Sun.—Professor Tyndall says: 
—“Every tree, plant and flower grows and 
flourishes by the grace and bounty of the sun. 
Leaving out of account the eruption of volca- 
noes and the ebb and flow of the tides, every 
mechanical action on the earth’s surface—every 
manifestation of power, organic and inorganic, 
vital and physical, is produced by the sun. 
Every fire that. burns, and every flower that 
glows, disposes light and heat which originally 
belonged to the sun. The sun digs the ore from 
our mines, he rolls the iron, he rivets the plates, 
he boils the water, he draws the train. Thunder 
and lightning are also his transmuted strength. 
And remember, this is not poetry, but rigid 
mechanical truth. Look at the integrated en- 
ergies of our world. Who and what are they? 
They are all generated by a portion of the sun’s 
energy, which does not amount to one two thou- 
sand three hundred millionth of the whole. 


A Barricade Against Flies—When visiting a 
friend last summer, he called my attention to 
a curious plan for preventing the plague of flies 
in his house. The upper sash of one of the 
windows in his sitting-room being open for ven- 
tilation, there was suspended outside a piece of 
common fishing-net. My friend told me that 
not a fly would venture to pass through it. He 
has watched for an hour at a time, and seen 
swarms fly to within a few inches of the net, 
and then, after buzzing about for a little, depart. 
He told me the flies would pass through the net 
if there was a thorough light—that is, another 
window in the opposite wall. Though the day 
was very warm, I did not see a single fly in the 
room during my visit, though elsewhere in the 
town they were to be seen in abundance. I 
suppose they imagine the net to be a spider’s 
web or some other trap intended for their de- 
struction.— Notes and Queries. 


Typhoid Fever—TIn a talk on the poison of 
typhoid fever, Dr. Cyrus Edson said to the New 
York Academy of Medicine recently that the 
prevalence of the disease was a disgrace to the 
century. It is seldom spread except by polluted 
water, ice, milk or meat. Bad water in the 
country is the commonest cause. Contamination 
of the atmosphere by the poison is impossible. 
A patient in a hospital has never been known 
to catch typhoid fever from another sick with 
that disease. 

In connection with this subject, Dr. Edson 
read a parody on “The Old Oaken Bucket,” 
written by Dr. J. C. Bayles, President of the 
Board of Health, which somewhat humorously 


portrayed the dangers which modern scientists 
have discovered in wells, the water of which ig 
not guarded against pollution : 


THE OLD OAKEN BUCKET. 
With what anguish of mind I remember my childh 
Recalled in the light of a knowledge since gained: 
The malarious farm, the wet, fungus-grown wildwood, 
The chills then contracted which since have re. 
mained; 
The scum-covered duck-pond, the pig-sty close by it, 
The ditch where the sour-smelling house drainage 


fell ; 
The damp, shaded dwelling, the foul barn-yard nigh it— 
But worse than all else was that terrible well, 
And the old oaken bucket, the mold-crusted bucket, 
The moss-covered bucket that hung in the well, 


Just think of it! Moss on the vessel that lifted 
The water I drank in the days called to mind, 
Ere I knew what professors and scientists gifted 
In the water of wells by analysis find. 
The rotting wood-fibre, the oxide of iron, 
The alge, the frog of unusual size, 
The water impure as the verses of Byron, 
Are the things I remember with tears in my eyes, 
And to tell the sad truth, though I shudder to think 
of it, 
I considered that water uncommonly clear ; 
And often at noon when I went there to drink it, 
I enjoyed it as much as I now enjoy beer. 
How ardent I seized, with hands that were grimy, 
And quick to the mud-covered bottom it fell ; 
Then reeking with nitrates and nitrites, and slimy 
With matter organic, it rose from the well. 


O! had I but realized, in time to avoid them, 
The dangers that lurked in that pestilential draught, 
I'd have tested for organic germs, and destroyed them 
With potassic permaganate ere I had quaffed ; 
Or perchance I’d_ have boiled it, and afterwards 
strained it 
Through filters of charcoal and gravel combined ; 
Or, after distilling, condensed and regained it 
In potable form, with its filth left behind. 


How little I knew of the dread typhoid fever 
Which lurked in the waters I ventured to drink; 
But since I’ve become a devoted believer 
In teachings of science, I shudder to think. 
And now, far removed from the scenes I’m describing, 
The story for warning to others I tell; 
As memory reverts to my youthful imbibing, 
And I gag at the thought of that horrible well; 
And the old oaken bucket, the fungus-grown bucket— 
In fact, the slop bucket that hung in the well. 
: —Christian Advocate. 


Tornadoes.—A paper read by J. P. Finley 
before the National Geographical Society at 
Washington, gives some facts and conclusions 
drawn therefrom regarding tornadoes. In the 
United States the greatest number of tornadoes 
and cyclones occur in the months of April, 
May, June and July. Missouri has had the 
greatest number of these visitations since re 
liable record has been kept; Iowa and Alabama 
come next in order on the list. An approxima 
tion to the number of persons injured by the 
tornado during eighty-eight years of record in 
this country places the number killed at 4,000; 
injured, 6,000. Finley regards the gradual set 
ting-in and prolonged opposition of northerly 
and southerly currents over considerable areas, 
as the source of violent atmospheric disturb 
ances. Some idea of the incredible violence of 
the air in the vortex of a cyclone is given by 
the writer in the following words: “ Weight and 
size are conditions which generally present im- 
material values to the power of the tornado; 
— are stripped of clothing; fowls and 

irds are denuded of feathers and killed; trees 
are whipped to bare poles; long and heavy 
timbers are driven to considerable depths in the 
solid earth ; the vortex is completely filled with 
flying débris; timbers are driven through the 
sides of buildings; sand and gravel are driven 
into wood; the strongest trees are uprooted, or 
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twisted off near the roots; men and animals are 
terribly mangled by contact with flying débris 
and by being rolled over the ground for a con- 
siderable distance ; the largest railroad engines 
are lifted from the tracks on which they rest; 
all objects, whether metal or non-metallic, mag- 
netic or non-magnetic, simple or compound, 
animate or inanimate, are acted upon in a simi- 
lar manner.” — T'he American. 


Ttems. 


Discussion on Poverty and Degradation—At a 
mecting of Yorkshire Quarterly ection, held at 
York, England, on the 31st of First Month last, 
this subject was taken up, in accordance with a 
minute of the previous Quarterly Meeting. The 
special question referred by this minute for con- 
sideration, was, “ How far our duty as members of 
aChristian Church is concerned in relation to the 
deep poverty and degredation in which large masses 
of our countrymen exist.” 

The Clerk stated that it had been thought desir- 
able to consider in advance how the discussion 
night proceed most conveniently and profitably ; 
a that certain friends would be called upon to 

resent their views on certain branches of the gen- 
eral subject. This was accordingly done. 

This manner of proceeding does not seem to be 
in accordance with the former custom of conduct- 
ing the meetings of Friends for the transaction of 
the business of the Church—in which it has been 
usual to feel after the openings for service which 
the Lord might present to those who were waiting 
upon Him for guidance and direction. Whatever 
Dritage may be thought to attend the study and 
preparation of papers on special topics, in the pro- 
secution of philanthropic movements, we regret to 
seesuch methods introduced into the meetings of 
our Society. 

It was stated in the meeting that the —— rate 
of wages of a very large number of the working 
classes does not afford sufficient food for a thorough- 
ly healthy life. Among the causes of the degrada- 
tion of the poor were enumerated, drink, vice, ex- 
travagance, thriftlessness, and the demoralizing 
effect of bad dwellings. In Glasgow alone, no fewer 
than 40,000 families lived in single rooms; and in 
many other large towns, rents were so high, that a 
similar state of things prevailed. 

One of the most efficient of these sources of evil 
was thought to be intemperance—the use of intoxi- 
cating drinks, 

One of those who spoke during the discussion 
said, he believed the religious aspect was the most 
important part of the question ; that at the bottom, 
Christianity was the only radical cure that would 
atall prevail. He found encouragement in the fact 
that many persons were bringing their practical 
Christianity to bear upon the laws of the land, and 
the administration of those laws. 

Finally, a minute was adopted laying the whole 
subject before the approaching Yearly Meeting. 


Pool-Selling in Pennsylvania.—At a Meeting for 
Sufferings, held in Philadelphia on the 15th of 
Third Month, the bill now before the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania designed to legalize betting on 
horse-racés at agricultural fairs, &c., claimed the 
attention of those convened; and was referred to 
the care of a committee, who were requested to 
watch the proceedings of the Legislature in regard 
to it, and if there should appear to be any necessity, 
to take what steps they could to prevent its becom- 
ing a law. 


Arbitration.— The Independent quotes the remark 
of President Harrison in his Inaugural Address :— 

“The offices of an intelligent diplomacy or of 
friendly arbitration in proper cases, should be ade- 
=~ to the peaceful settlement of ad/ international 
ificulties.” And it adds this approving comment: 
“There is not a conceivable difficulty among na- 
lions that may not be settled in this way, provided 
the parties are governed by the principles of equity 
and justice,” 


Statistics of Divorce in the United States.—The Re- 
port of C. D. Wright, Commissioner of Labor to 
Agress, contains some statistics which show that, 
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taking periods of five years, from 1867 to 1886, in- 
clusive, the number of divorces in the United States 
has steadily increased, being 117,311 in the last five 
years, in place of 53,574 in the first five years. The 
population of the country probably bas not in- 
creased during that time in more than half the 
ratio. The increase in the number of divorces has 
extended to most parts of the Union. In Maine, 
Vermont and Connecticut, there has been a de- 
crease, owing to the restrictive legislation secured 
by the National Divorce Reform League; and in 
South Carolina, during the last five years of the 
period embraced in the report, there were no di- 
vorces, the Legislature of that State having returned 
to the old position which allowed of no divorce for 
any cause. 

European Militarism.—“ The present condition 
of Europe, which is but one immense camp, in 
which a mere indiscretion of some too ardent agi- 
tator or aspirant for power may set the nations in a 
blaze, accentuates these remarks. 

“Common-sense repudiates the suggestion that 
the most effective precaution against fire is to col- 
lect and pile up huge quantities of the most inflam- 
mable saatesiala which a single spark may kindle 
into a terrible conflagration. The mere possession 
of a costly and reputedly effective war instrument 
becomes a temptation to test its capabilities and 
efficiency at the first opportunity. The surest way 
to bring about a great European war is to assume 
that it will be, and to take measures accordingly.” 
—Herald of Peace. 


Foundation of British Power—Lord Wolseley re- 
cently said on a public occasion—“ Very few people 
in this audience probably realize the fact that the 
— possessions which we inherit from our fore- 

athers has been built up bit by bit, little by little, 
by the glorious deeds, by the courage and valor of 
Her Majesty’s Army and Navy.” Of this sentiment, 
we find the following criticism in The Herald of 
Peace (London). 

“A more arrogant, a more unjustifiable claim 
was never advanced. The enterprise of our mer- 
chants, the daring of our explorers, the industry of 
our workmen, and the wnt enthusiasm of our 
missionaries are all calmly ignored. 

“The only part of our Empire in which the pre- 
posterous boast of Lord Wolseley is even plausible, 
is India; and India is the one possession which has 
cost us hundreds of thousands of British lives, and 
hundreds of millions of British treasure. But even 
in India the army has played quite a subordinate 
part. Nothing could be more absurd than to sup- 
pose that a handful of soldiers, however brave, 
could hold down the millions of India. Our tenure 
of India would cease to-morrow if it rested only or 
mainly on the sword. It reposes really upon the 
justice of our rule, the influence of our missionaries, 
and the fact that we have established the pax Brit- 
tanica throughout that vast continent. It is be- 
cause our Indian Empire is essentially an empire 
of peace that it is so stable. The only persons who 
culiagee the Empire are the military party who 
despise the Hindoos and pour scorn upon their 
legitimate and scoutnatienes aspirations. 

“There was a profound truth in Napoleon Bona- 
parte’s sneering description of us as ‘a nation of 
shopkeepers.’ Weare a nation of shopkeepers, and 
it is the shopkeepers, and not the soldiers, who 
have created and who still sustain the British Em- 
pire. Impartial history gives the credit, not to ‘ Her 
Majesty’s soldiers and sailors,’ but to our travellers, 
our explorers, our merchants, our philanthropists, 
and our missionaries. Indeed, if ‘Her Majesty’s 
soldiers and sailors’ had been a great deal Jess ac- 
tive, our Empire would have been much larger and 
much more prosperous. A peaceful and humane 
Empire weal grow as a legitimate and beneficent 
business grows. Our merchant princes have not 
built up their great establishments by threats and 
violence, but by honestly serving their customers.” 

oo 

Apa SMITH was once in a company where 
& person present was finding palliations for 
some villanous transaction. After he left the 
room, Adam said, “ Now I can breathe more 
freely. I cannot bear that man; he has no 
indignation in him.” 
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THIRD MONTH 30, 1889. 





We have received a letter dated Third Month 
1st, from Isaac T. Gibson, of Salem, Iowa, form- 
erly one of the Indian Agents, calling our at- 
tention to an article published by him in The 
Christian Worker, the object of which was to 
describe the effect which dividing their lands 
and holding them in severalty had upon the 
Kansas Indians. The letter, in alluding to this 
article, says :— 

“I write it under a sense of duty, which I 
thought would be met by sending it to the Chris- 
tian Worker, but since, I feel pressed to ask thee 
to reprint it, if it appears right for thee to do 
so.” 
The substance of the article is as follows: 


“ About thirty-seven years ago several Indian 
tribes, living mostly in Kansas, had made good 
progress in civilization, mainly through the 
efforts of Christian missionaries—having good 
farms and houses, schools and church [build- 
ings] on their reservations, the title to which 
being held in common by the tribe. 

“The friends of the Indian thought these 
tribes were fitted for citizenship, and honestly 
induced them to permit the government to sec- 
tionize their reservations, and receive their homes 
in severalty, and to sell the surplus tracts to 
white people. 

“ Before ten years had passed it was evident 
to every one that these tribes had been pushed 
into the rapid and turbid current of our civili- 
zation too soon. In ten years more nearly all 
of them had sold their homes at a nominal price, 
or abandoned them and had gone to the bottom, 
or rather taken refuge on unoccupied lands of 
other tribes in the Indian Territory. 

“About this time President Grant adopted 
the policy of caring for and civilizing all the In- 
dians through the various religious denomina- 
tions, and assigned to the Orthodox Friends the 
tribes in Kansas and the Indian Territory. One 
of the saddest and most perplexing of our duties 
was caring for and providing homes for those 
citizenized Indians, the Government for a time 
refusing to recognize them as Indians, and they 
begging to be accounted as such, and to be re- 
lieved of the incubus—citizenship—which hung 
around their necks like a millstone. They were 
finally permitted to select small reservations in 
the territory, or to join other tribes already there. 
For several years I was with or in the vicinity 
of those Indians, and know of their unhappy 
and destitute condition. Intemperance and other 
vices of the whites had so diseased, degraded and 
demoralized them, that they were more hopeless 
as material from which to make a moral and 
self-supporting people, than the wild tribes their 
neighbors; but the Lord wonderfully helped 
them by sending missionaries to them in their 
distress, and again by industry and economy 
they have comfortable homes, good schools and 
church [buildings], and are a happy and pro- 
gressive people, because they have been isolated 
on reservations. 

“I have written the above to call attention to 
the fact that some of these and other tribes, some 
of whom are Friends, are being persuaded to 
take their land in severalty and to assume citi- 
zenship.” 


Tsaac T. Gibson believes that if these efforts 
are successful, the same results will again follow, 





280 


THE FRIEND. 


mae aaaaaaaacaaaaaaaaaaaaaaammmmmsa 


and the citizen Indian will abandon or quit- 
claim his allotment to his white neighbor. 

We are aware that many of the friends of the 
Indian look upon the abolition of the tribal re- 
lationship, and the holding of their lands in 
severalty by the Indians, as essential to their 
permanent welfare,—indeed, we suppose this is 
the view of most of the advocates of the interests 
of the Indians; and that the differences between 
the conflicting policies urged, are more as to the 
times and the methods, than as to the final re- 
sult aimed at. We have no sympathy with the 
acrimony which has marked the discussions 
among the friends of the Indians; and have no 
desire at present to enter into their controversies ; 
so long as injustice, force and fraud are avoided, 
for against these we believe all jovers of man- 
kind have a right to protest. But, believing 
that the testimony of I. T. Gibson is entitled to 
respect, from the position which he held as In- 
dian Agent, we do not think it best to refuse his 
request. It emphasises the need of caution in 
carrying out reforms and changes, even when 
these are desirable in themselves. 





SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


Unitep States.—The President has nominated 
and the Senate has confirmed, Whitelaw Reid, Editor 
of the New York Tribune, to be Minister to France, and 
Frederick D. Grant, son of the late President Grant, 
Minister to Austro-Hungary. 

Stanley Matthews, Associate Justice of the United 
States Supreme Court, died in Washington on the 24th 
instant. He was born in Cincinnati in 1824. His ap- 
pointment as Associate Justice was in 1881. 

Great damage has been done by a northeast storm 
along the New Jersey coast, on the 21st instant. The 
nae destruction was at Brigantine and Peters 

each, and on the coast fronting Atlantic City. 

The New Jersey House of Representatives has 
passed the Werts bill, repealing the local option law, 
and it has since been signed by Governor Green. 

The colored people in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
have organized the North Carolina Emigration Asso- 
ciation, the object of which is to colonize all their 
ee a of the State in Arkansas. A convention is to 

e held on the 22d of next month, to fully organize the 
State. 

The San Francisco Chronicle says that nearly the 
entire earnings of the Round Valley Indians, amount- 
ing to $15,000 a year, are spent for whiskey unlawfully 
sold to them by white men. 

Claus Spreckels arrived at San Francisco last week 
in the steamship Australia, from Honolulu. He had 
been visiting his sugar plantations in Hawaii. He 
stated that the crop of the plantations will exceed the 
estimates by about 3000 tons. The crop of the islands, 
it is stated, will be about 125,000 tons, or the largest 
in their history. 

In an article on crime in the large cities, published 
in the Philadelphia Press last week, occurs the follow- 
ing: “Samuel H. Ashbridge, one of the Coroners of 
Philadelphia, contributes this interesting information : 
‘There was = 1888], an increase of 20 per cent. over 
1887 in deaths due directly to the influence of alco- 
holism. This was due to the High License, because, 
while there are fewer places at which liquor can be 
procured, it is now purchased in much larger quan- 
tities and taken home, where it is drunk whenever the 
inclination turns that way, as having the material at 
all times on hand naturally increases the desire. This 
state of affairs exists to a very great extent among the 

rer classes, who provide for Sunday drinking by 
Saturday night purchases, and then gorge or soak 
themselves with the liquor at home. These people 
are seldom arrested for drunkenness, but death carries 
them off early.’” 

London capitalists have formed a company for the 
completion of the Hudson River tunnel. It is esti- 
mated that the cost of completing the tunnel will be 
about $2,150,000. With this sum the tunnel can be 
opened for traffic in about eighteen months. 

The State Convention of the Fourth party—the Law 
Enforcement party, or the Anti-Resubmissionists as 
they are called—was held in Providence, Rhode Is- 
land, last week. A full ticket was nominated, headed 
by James H. Chace, of Lincoln, for Governor. The 
platform opened with a recital of the adoption of the 
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Prohibitory amendment in Fourth Mo. 1886, the laws 
passed to carry into effect the purposes of the amend- 
ment, claiming that no earnest effort has yet been 
made to enforce the law in the State as a whole, and 
that the laws on the statute books are just beginning 
to be operative. The platform further declares against 
the resubmission of the fifth amendment to a popular 
vote, and demands the enforcement of the law already 
enacted. 

The statement in No. 31 of THE FrRrenp, that 
Seventh-day the 23d of Second Month, was the coldest 
day of this and the previous winter, should have been 
First-day the 24th of Second Month was the coldest day. 

Deaths in this city last week numbered 412, an in- 
crease of 7 as compared with the previous week, and a 
decrease of 62 as compared with the corresponding 
week of last year. Of the foregoing 213 were males 
and 199 females: 46 died of consumption ; 44 of pneu- 
monia; 26 of diseases of the heart ; 24 of inflammation 
of the brain; 19 of convulsions; 17 of inflammation 
of the stomach and bowels; 17 of old age; 16 of 
bronchitis; 14 of typhoid fever; 12 of marasmus; 11 
of paralysis ; 11 of Bright’s disease ; 10 of cancer ; 10 of 
congestion of the lungs, and 10 of inanition. 

Markets, &c.—U. 8. 4}’s, 108}; 4’s, reg., 1283; cou- 
pon, 1293; currency 6’s, 120 a 131. 

Cotton was steady at 103 cts. per pound for middling 
uplands, but spinners bought sparingly. 

Feed.—Winter bran, choice, $15; do., fair to prime, 
$14 a $14.75 ; spring bran, nominal. 

Flour and Meal.—Western and Pennsylvania super, 
$3.00 a $3.25; do., do., extras, $3.25 a $3.75; No. 2 
winter family, $4.00 a $4.30; Pennsylvania family, 
$4.50 a $4.75; Pennsylvania roller process, $4.50 a $5.00 ; 
Ohio, clear, $4.60 a $4.90; do., straight, $4.90 a $5.15; 
Indiana, clear, $4.60 a $4.90; do., straight, $4.90 a 
$5.15; St. Louis and Southern Illinois, clear, $4.60 a 
$4.90; do. do., straight, $4.90 a $5.15; winter patent, 
fair to choice, $5.40 a $6.00; Minnesota, clear, $4.00 
a $4.75; do., straight, $5.00 a $6.00; do., patent, $6.10 
Rye flour was scarce and firm at $3 per 
barrel for choice. 

Grain.—No. 2 red wheat, 943 a 95 cts. 

No. 2 mixed corn, 403 a 41 cts. 
No. 2 white oats, 333 a 33} cts. 

Beef cattle-—Extra, 4} cts.; good, 4 a 4} cts.; me- 
dium, 34 a 3} cts.; common, 3 a 3} cts.; fat cows, 1} a 
23 cts. 

Sheep.—Extra natives, 5} a 6 cts.; good, do., 5} a 
5} ets. ; medium, do., 43 a 5 cts.; common, do., 4} a 44 
cts.; culls, do., 35 a 4 cts.; extra Kansas, 5} a 54 cts.; 
good, do., 43 a 5 cts.; medium, do., 4} a 43 cts.; com- 
mon, do., 3} a 4 cts.; culls, do., 3a 3} cts. Lambs, 
4a 7} cts. 

Hogs.— Western, 7 a 7} cts. ; State, 6 a 63 cts. 

Milch cows $25 a $45. 

Forricn. — The two most important events of the 
week in the British Parliament were the votes on the 
proposals to reduce the salaries of Sir Richard Web- 
ster, Attorney General, and Balfour, Secretary for 
Ireland. In both these instances the Government 
won by nearly its usual majority of the previous ses- 
sion, and prior to the collapse of its case against C. S. 
Parnell, before the Commission. 

Joseph Chamberlain, in a letter to his electors, says 
he thinks that the time has arrived when the Govern- 
ment should prove its readiness to propose a substitute 
for Gladstone’s rejected Irish bills. He thinks that if 
a large and final land-purchase measure were passed 
with the consent of all parties, it would immensely 
lessen the difficulty of giving Ireland a liberal local 
government measure. This matter, he says, will be 
openly discussed at the coming Easter conference. 

Attorney Lewis, Solicitor for the Parnellites, has 
secured Richard Pigott’s diary, and will produce it 
before the Parnell Commission. ‘ 

Floods, said to be the greatest known in the present 
generation, have been prevailing in the west of. Eng- 
land. Railway traffic has been suspended, bridges 
have been swept away, and lives lost by drowning. 

England is to have a fire-brick trust, a syndicate 
with $15,000,000 capital having begun negotiations to 
buy up all the works. A five shilling increase in the 
price per 1,000 is to be the first result of the scheme. 

The Ministry of New South Wales has been de- 
feated on the question of protection, and in conse- 
quence has resigned. 

The London Chronicle states that there have lately 
been 60 sudden deaths in a hospital at Florence; all 
preceded by intestinal disturbance. Some papers at- 
tribute the deaths to bad food, others to cholera. 

The Journal des Debats says the French Government 
has abandoned the prosecution of Deputy Laguerre for 
his connection with the Patriotic League. 


The number of deaths caused by the famine jy 
Shantung, in China, is appalling. Many of the inhabj. 
tants are committing -suicide through despondency 
there being still three months to wait for the harvest, 

A telegram from Panama says that commercial 
matters all over the Isthmus are in a bad condition 
and there is little business doing. The Colon store. 
keepers and dealers have united in petitioning for g 
reduction in all kinds of taxes, owing to the complete 
stoppage of trade in the city. In the city of Panama 
things are in much the same condition. This state of 
affairs is due to the stoppage of work on the canal, 

Professor Weldon’s new extradition bill, introduced 
in the Canada Parliament to provide for the return to 
the United States, upon demand, of all criminals in 
Canada, guilty of specified offenses, has alarmed the 
American “boodlers,” staying there to such a degree 
that they have subscribed among themselves $100,000 
for defeating the measure. 

A sensation has been created-in Ottawa, Ontario, by 
the issue of President Harrison’s proclamation de. 
claring Behring Sea a closed sea. The action of the 
American Government proved a complete surprise to 
the members of the Canadian Government, who de- 
cline to be interviewed. It is stated that the Cleve- 
land administration and the British Government had 
been negotiating for two years past in regard to the 
claim for compensation for the seizure of three British 
sealing vessels in Behring Sea. 





MARRIED, at a meeting appointed by Richmond 
Monthly Meeting of Friends, held at the residence of 
John B. Crenshaw, Tenth Mo. 16th, 1888, Epwarp 
Sypnor to JupitH IsABELLA CRENSHAW, all of 
Richmond, Va. 

, on Fifth-day, Third Month 21st, 1889, 
Witmer WAtTon to MAry, daughter of Thomas 
Lamborn, Yates’ Centre, Kansas. 








NOTICES. 


A meeting will be held under the auspices of the 
Executive Committee of the Temperance Association of 
Friends of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, on Seventh- 
day afternoon, Third Mo. 30th, 1889, at 3 o’clock, at 
Friends’ Meeting-house, Twelfth Street below Market, 
Philadelphia, to stimulate an organized effort among 
Friends to promote the adoption of the Prohibitory 
Amendment to the State Constitution to be voted upon 
on the 18th of Sixth Month next. 

Friends are earnestly invited to attend the meeting, 


Westrown Boarpine ScHoou.—A Stated Meet 
ing of the Committee having charge of the Boarding 
School at Westtown, will be held in Philadelphia on 
Sixth-day, Third Month 29th, at 11 a. M. 

The Committee on Instruction meet the same day, 
at 9 A. M., and the Committee on Admissions at 9.30. 


Wo. Evans, Clerk, 
Philada., Third Mo. 1889. 


A meeting of Frrenps’ TEACHERS’ AssocrATIOoy, of 
Philadelphia, will be held at 140 North Sixteenth 
Street, Fourth Month 6th, 1889, at 2 P. mM. 

Program: 
1. The Art of Questioning,—Matilda S. Cooper, (late 
of Oswego Normal School.) 
2. Manual Training,—Professors Sayre and Thorpe. 
Friends will please assemble promptly. 


Westtown Boarpine ScHoot.—The Committee 
having the care of this Institution, at a recent mee 
ing, decided to change the time of vacation from the 
Spring and Autumn to the Summer months; th 
change to be made the present year. In order to effed 
this, it is concluded to open the School for the net 
Term, on Fourth Month 23rd, instead of Fourth Month 
30th, which would be the regular time of opening 
under the present arrangement, and to continue 
session till Seventh Month 23rd, a period of thirteet 
weeks, and for which short Term, the charge for 
and Tuition will be $60. 

Parents wishing to enter their children, will pleat 
make early application to 

JONATHAN G. WILLIAMs, Supt, 
Westtown P. O., Chester Co., Pa 


Westtown BoarprnG Scnoor StaGe.—During the 
Winter term the stage will be at Westtown Station 
the arrival of the 8.53 and 2.47 trains from Philade- 
phia, to convey passengers to the school, and at other 
times on timely notice to J. G. WiLuiIAMs, Supt. 

Westtown, Ps. 
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